
 

 

  

Legislation 

ALGEBRA READINESS INITIATIVE —Success in algebra is a key indicator success in STEM-H disciplines, Governor McDonnell 
supports legislation to embed Algebra Readiness and the Early Intervention Reading Initiative in the Standards of Quality.  

 This legislation will ensure algebra intervention services to students in grades 6, 7, 8 and 9 who are at risk of failing the 
Algebra I end-of-course test and early intervention reading services to students in grades kindergarten through 3 who 
demonstrate reading deficiencies.  

 
 
 
FUNDING FOR READING SPECIALISTS ($1,433,116): Provides the state share of funding to support one reading specialist per 
elementary school that scored below 75 percent on the third grade reading Standards of Learning (SOL) test. 
 
KINDERGARTEN READINESS ($750,000): Provides funding for a pilot assessment to measure kindergarten readiness. The 
assessment tools will allow for a better understanding of the range of skills children have as they enter kindergarten and 
progress through the school year.  
 
FUNDING FOR VISUALLY IMPAIRED ($4,908,789): Provides support to  localities in the costs of teachers, teacher’s aides and 
staff for blind or visually impaired students, lifting an unfunded mandate by providing financial relief to local school divisions 
that are tasked with providing specialized staff for Virginia’s more than 1,000 blind or visually impaired students.  
 
EFFECTIVE SCHOOLWIDE DISCIPLINE ($618,040): Support implementation of effective schoolwide discipline system in 
schools by providing funding to develop and conduct statewide training for public school teachers and administrators on 
implementation of an effective schoolwide discipline system that reduces disruptive behavior in the classroom. 
 
TECHNOLOGY IN THE CLASSROOM (EXECUTIVE AMENDMENT): Provision to advance the goal of providing every 9th grade 
student attending a public high school that is not fully accredited with a tablet computer. This can be achieved by 
redirecting the VPSA supplemental grant funds in the amount of $3.7 million currently allocated for ANY school not fully 
accredited. These funds are in addition to the $26,000 each school receives from VPSA. The proposed strategy will leave 
sufficient resources to fully implement and support online Standards of Learning (SOL) test administration.  

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Key Points 

 

 

 Reading proficiency by third grade is an important predictor of high school graduation and career 
success. Governor McDonnell’s legislation will improve reading achievement for students reading 
below grade level by creating additional instructional time for reading specialists to work with 
them. The additional time will be granted through SOL testing waivers. 

 According to the Annie Casey Foundation, Students who are not proficient in reading by third 
grade are four times more likely to fail to graduate from high school than proficient readers. 

 One in six children who are not reading proficiently in third grade do not graduate from high 
school on time  

 For a school to be eligible for the waiver, it must be accredited with warning in reading or have a 
reading pass rate of less than 75 percent.  

 To receive a waiver, a school must have a full-time reading specialist to support teachers and 
students and be dedicated to instruction in the Science or History and Social Science Standards of 
Learning in kindergarten through third grade. 

 Currently, 38 Virginia schools will be eligible for the waiver.  

  

ALL STUDENTS 

 

Teacher 

Professionalism 

Reading is Fundamental: Standards of Quality; waivers from third grade Standards of Learning 
assessments in certain scenarios. Allows a public elementary school that has an adjusted pass 
rate of less than 75 percent on the third grade Standards of Learning reading assessment 
administered during the previous school year to apply to the Board of Education for a two-year 
waiver from the science, or history and social science, or both Standards of Learning 
assessment requirement for third grade students. Elementary schools that apply for a two-year 
waiver must satisfy certain conditions to be granted the waiver. The bill will expire on July 1, 
2015. 

Governor’s Policy Office: Julia.Hammond@governor.virginia.gov • Mobile: (804) 305-1542 
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HB 2144 (Landes)  

 

 

 Virginia Chamber of Commerce 
 Fairfax Chamber of Commerce 
 Dulles regional Chamber of Commerce 
 Greater Reston Chamber of Commerce 
 Loudoun County Chamber of Commerce  
 More to be announced… 

Supporters: Partners in Innovation       

"We will never close the achievement gap, we will 
never solve our dropout crisis, we will never break the 
cycle of poverty that afflicts so many children if we 
don't make sure that all our students learn to read," 
Ralph Smith, executive vice president of the Annie E. 
Casey Foundation, said in a news release. 
 


